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MOQONGIRL » PRESS DECK

In the snow, a writer tells a young man a story. By the time
she finishes, it's true—and It becomes his life's work.
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RUNTIME 20 MIN
SHOT ON 16MM
SOUND 5.1 MIX
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A STORY BETWEEN FRANCE AND JAPAN
MOONGIRL was born from an encounter between two
worlds. Inspired by The Tale of the Princess Kaguya—one
of Japan's oldest and most enduring folktales—and french
poet VICTOR HUGQO’s “"demain des ['aube” written in 1847.
Developed between Paris and Tokyo, the film draws equally
from Japanese mythology and European romanticism. Its
emotional foundation lies in a simple question: How do we
find beauty inside unbearable sadness?

Blending memory, grief and artistic creation, MOONGIRL
explores the stories we tell to survive loss—and how those
stories, In turn, shape our lives.
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MOGONGIRL » PRESS DEEK

Demain, des ['aube, a 'heure ou blanchit la campagne,
Je partiral. Vois-tu, je sais que tu m'attends.
Jiral par la forét, J'irai par la montagne.

Je ne puis demeurer loin de toi plus longtemps.

Je marcherai les yeux fixés sur mes pensees,
Sans rien voir au dehors, sans entendre aucun bruit,
Seul, inconnu, le dos courbé, les mains croisées,

riste, et le jour pour moi sera comme la nuit.

Je ne regarderai ni I'or du soir qui tombe,
Ni les voiles au loin descendant vers Harfleur,
Et quand jarriveral, je mettrai sur ta tombe
Un bouqguet de houx vert et de bruyere en fleur.

Victor Hugo, Les Contemplations, 3 September 1847



MOGONGIRL » PRESS DEEK

The Tale of the Princess Kaguya follows a tiny qgirl
discovered inside a glowing bamboo stalk and raised by a
bamboo cutter and his wife. She quickly grows into a beautiful
young woman and is taken to the capital, where she is
admired by many suitors but feels increasingly trapped by
courtly life. Eventually, Kaguya reveals that she i1s not from
Earth but from the Moon. Although she has grown attached
to her adoptive family and her life among humans, she cannot
escape her fate: celestial beings will come for her, and she
must return to the Moon, leaving behind everyone she loves.

Isao Takahata and Riko Sakaguchi, The Tale of the Princess Kaguya, 2013
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AN OLD PAINTER leaves his home by the sea on a final
Jjourney toward a place that once mattered deeply. As the
bus carrying him disappears into a tunnel, thﬁe_ fllm Shl

a snowy wilderness, where a YOUNG
YOUNG MAN walk together through.the cc

She is a writer. He works at a prmtmg fac Soaaiomet o
struggling to write a story—about an old painter B —
abandoned everything in search of a forgotten place, and R :
an immortal woman who came from the Moon and found
solace on Earth. What begins as a casual creative
discussion...grows...stranger and more Intimate. Their
digressions and affectionate misunderstandings reveal
deep bond, while her story begins to sound less like fiction
and more like confession.
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As the landscape opens and the Moon draws
overhead, the boundaries between fiction and reality 'egin
to collapse. The young man slowly reallzes the WO nan's
story Is no longer Iinspired by their live: ‘

shaping them. By the time they.l
sanctuary where they first met—the Mo -now
above—the transformation is Complete:_‘.her;‘.-‘;;;;ﬁ St
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Years later, the young man has become the old painter.
Through a lifetime of work, he has obsessively revisited
one subject....a..woman. . from the Moon, their brief
happiness, her illness, her death. His journey now finds Iits
destination: he returns to the statue, where he buried her
long ago, and lies down beside her to finally rest his soul.
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The ending leaves open whether she igel

Moon, or whether he transformed an ordlnary enc unter
into myth through the force of artistic cre
home by the sea, the old painter’s body I| §
part of him had already departed before
On the easel hangs a painting of her g
the paint still wet. Stories, as they dlscov.',ﬁ:.., at

the snow, do not merely reflect reallty—they Create |t
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DIRECTED BY Victor Boccard
SCREENPLAY BY Gwilym Tonnerre
BASED ON A STORY BY Victor Boccard, Seiji Champolion, Gwilym Tonnerre and Erwan
Cloarec
SPECIAL ARTWORKS BY Yuzuki
DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY Erwan Cloarec
CASTING BY Ko lwagami
MUSIC BY Seiji Champollion
EDITED BY Andrew Holmes
PRODUCERS Airi Yamawaki, Jerry Rojas, Ko Iwagami, Seiji Champollion, Taka Tsubota
FINANCIAL SUPPORT Mt.Melvil Inc. YS, Sasakawa foundation
EXECUTIVE PRODUCERS Airi Yamawaki, Seiji Champollion
PRESS OFFICE JRO Collectives
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